
  

Dear Friends 

A Joyful Sunday. The Third Sunday of Advent is also known 
as Gaudete Sunday. The word “gaudete” is derived from the 
Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to rejoice or be 
glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before 
Christmas, and the nearness of the feast is reason for great 
joy.  

The Term “Gaudete.” Gaudete is taken from the Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice 
in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near” (paraphrase, 
Phil 4:4-5). Advent is a time of joyful expectation and eager preparation for the 
Solemnity of Christmas. 

Multiple Reasons for Joy. There is joy in looking forward to the annual 
celebration of Christmas, but there is also joy in recalling the birth of Jesus on 
the first Christmas. The joy is heightened because he was born to save us from 
our sins (Mt 1:21b). The joy also extends to anticipation of the Second Coming, 
either at the end of physical life or the end of the world, the time when 
believers will be given the crown of righteousness (2 Tm 4:8) and a place in the 
Father’s house (Jn 14:2) to dwell with God and his angels and saints for all 
eternity. 

A Joyful Colour. Rose represents joy and may be used as the liturgical color 
for Gaudete Sunday. Violet remains the official color for the Season of Advent, 
the Third Sunday included, because all of Advent has a penitential tone, a time 
to be absolved of sin and be in the state of grace for Christmas.  
Gaudete Sunday offers a brief respite to focus on the uplifting, upcoming joyful 
celebration of the Nativity. 

Joyful Adornments. The priest may wear a rose chasuble and the deacon may 
wear a rose dalmatic. Church decorations may include roses or other flowers, a 
rose-colored altar cloth, drapery on the pulpit or ambo, chalice veil, tabernacle 
curtain, or wall hangings. The third candle of the Advent wreath is rose.   

Joyful Prayers. The prayers in the Roman Missal on 
the Third Sunday of Advent convey a joyful message. 
The immediacy of Christmas is addressed in the 
Collect, “O God, who see how your people faithfully 
await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,” followed by 
two explicit references to joy: “enable us … to attain 
the joys of so great a salvation” and “to celebrate 
them with … glad rejoicing.” Preface II of Advent 
says, “we rejoice at the mystery of his Nativity” and 
that we are “exultant in his praise.”                
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  St Thomas More acknowledges  
the Traditional Land owners, the Bunurong 

people on which we live, work and     
worship.  We pay our respects to the 

Elders, past, present and emerging. 

Diary:  

End of Year School Mass 

Tuesday Dec 13   12.30pm 

   

Graduation Mass 

Wednesday Dec 14  7.00pm         

313 Canadian Bay Rd 

Mount Eliza Vic. 3930 

Phone: 9787 7777 
 

Email: MountEliza@cam.org.au 
 

Website: http://pol.org.au/mounteliza 
 

Office Days/Hours:  

Wednesday    9.30am to 4pm 

Friday            9.30am to 4pm 

Pastoral Leadership Team    
Fr Patrick Bradford                              
Ruth Hilton          Joe Sayah                      
Paul Keane         Emma Chapple                   

Sandra Taylor     Kathy Raccanello       
 

 
 

Church Services:  

This Week  

from 5th Dec  

         

Tuesday        Adoration               

Tuesday         Mass 

 
Wednesday*   Mass 

Thursday*       Mass 

Friday            Mass  

*Rosary before Mass 
 

 
 

 

 

  6.00 pm 

7.00 pm  

 

10.00am 

 10.00am 

10.00am 

 

 Sunday Mass   

Saturday  Vigil           

Sunday                                         

Sunday                     

 
                      

 

 

  5.00 pm 

8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

 

Reconciliation 

Tuesday             6.30 - 7.00pm 

Saturday            4:30 - 5:00 pm 



 

 

 

 Those who have passed away recently…   

 Jurgis (George) Mikolajunas            Rita Cubranic 
   

Those whose anniversaries fall at this time..   

Tyler Cassidy, Harry Knuckey, Catherine Farrell, Carolyn Royal, Fr. John Pierce,              

Henry Haines, Wayne Jackson, William Green, Richard Shea 
 

The sick… Maureen Mirabella, Adrian & Maree Gobel, Caroline Herbert, April Morrissey,  

John Spirason, Thomas Parrish, Rodney Abbatangelo (kidney transplant 18/8/22) , Bev Johnstone, Kate Mathe-

son, John Xavier Clifton, Michael Leonard, Liz Spurdle, John Spurdle, Evonne Paddison, Maree       Bracken, 

Bill Luscombe,  Brigitte Rohner, Eileen O’Beirne, Ava Macias, Michael MacKenzie, Betty Corke, Maria Kelly, 

Elizabeth Ware, Althea Greeff, Michael Blick, Maureen Anstey, Rosalie McKiernan, Julian Collins, Sue Emerton, 

Jimmy and Gary Lakeman, Anneliese Rose and all of the sick at the George Vowell  Centre and the parishioners 

of St Thomas More Parish, Tequinomata, East Timor, St Therese Parish, Bathurst Island and Our Lady of the Sacred 

Heart Parish, Alice Springs.  

 

 The following funerals will be held in the parish church this week: We pray for the repose of their 

souls and the comfort of their families. 

    Jurgis (George) Mikolajunas      Wed Dec 14 at 11.30am    

    Maris (Rita) Cubranic                Fri    Dec 16 at 11.30am 

We  

pray 

for..…   
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STM Social Club 

The Welfare officers for December are Tom and Maree Shelton 0418337950  

Special Collection this Sunday 

 
“Melbourne Overseas Missions Annual Ap-
peal - 12th & 13th December 2020”  

Thank you for your support which has, over 
the years, made it possible to fund many 
projects for disadvantaged people in Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, West Africa, Pakistan, 
Palestine and the many Islands in the Pa-
cific. Some $200,000 has been provided in 
clean water, health, education and im-
proved living stands to people who would 
not otherwise have had this opportunity 
over the last year. This is especially in the 
areas of MOM activity, where the effect of 
the pandemic has been devastating.  

The next meeting of the  

St Vincent de Paul Society 

will be held on  

Monday the 12th December  

in the  

Undercroft at 9.30am.  

 

 

You’ve 
got a lot to give beyond Christmas gifts. 

In January you can prepare for mission at home or abroad. 

Palms Australia has trained Australians to live and work within 
cultures and communities overseas since 1961. Now four days of 
that training will be available for parishioners interested to assist 

harness the diverse gifts of our community and make it stronger. 
At Home  
Palms’ Neighbours Without Borders program (January 7 – 11) will 
“focus on building communities that are welcoming to all, with 
particular attention to those on the margins of society and the 
church” as urged by the recent Plenary Council. 
Overseas 
 Completing a further four days (January 12 – 15) will prepare 
you to meet one of the many requests Palms has from communi-
ties in Africa, Asia and the Pacific who need educators; health             
professionals; administrators and others to assist build on the 
strengths of their people who otherwise have little opportunity 
for training. 
Enquire about Palms Orientation for mission via 
www.palms.org.au or call 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. 
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The Communion Antiphon contains the joyful message, “Behold, our God will come, and he will save us” (cf. Is 
35:4). Two invocations in the Solemn Blessing for Advent refer to joy: the second, “may he make you … joyful in 
hope,” and the third, “So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer’s coming.”  
 
Joyful Scripture Texts. In the first reading Isaiah says that he was sent “to bring glad tidings” (Is 61:1) and that “my 
God is the joy of my soul” (Is 61:10); in the Responsorial Psalm the Blessed Virgin Mary prays, “My spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior” (Lk 1:47); and in the second reading St. Paul insists that we should “rejoice always” (1 Thes 5:16). 
The gospel is John the Baptist’s joyful declaration that he was sent by God to testify to the light, the one who is 
coming after him, the Christ! (Jn 1:7,27).  
 
 

Christmas Arrangements in our Parish this year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Family Mass                 -6.30pm 
Preceded by Carols at 5.45pm 

Christmas Eve Mass  -  9.00pm 
Preceded by Carols at 8.30pm 

Christmas Day Mass    - 8.00am 
Christmas Day Mass  - 10.00am 
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  Next Sunday’s Readings   

  18th December - 4th Sunday of Advent     
  
                         

             1st  Reading:     Isaiah 7:10-14 

    2nd Reading:     Romans 1:1-7 

    Gospel:             Matthew 1:18-24 

Entrance Antiphon 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 

Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Penitential Act 

I confess to almighty God  

and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

that I have greatly sinned,  

in my thoughts and in my words,  

in what I have done and  

in what I have failed to do,  

     And, striking their breast, they say:  

through my fault, through my fault,  

through my most grievous fault;  

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

all the Angels and Saints,  

and you, my brothers and sisters,  

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  Amen 
 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest and on earth 

peace to people of good will. 

we praise you, we bless you,  

we adore you, we glorify you, 

We give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 
    
First Reading                   Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
God himself is coming to save you. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  

Lord, come and save us. 

 

Second reading           James 5:7-10 

Do not lose heart; the Lord’s coming will be soon. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation         Isaiah 61:1 

Alleluia, alleluia!   

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 

bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia! 

 
 

Gospel                          Matthew 11:2-11  
‘A greater than John the Baptist has never been 

seen.’ 

Apostles Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he      

descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting.   Amen. 

 

The mystery of faith 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess 

your Resurrection until you come again.  

 

Communion Antiphon 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 

Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

 

 
 


